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rushed in. Nicholson headed a storming party, and was
mortally wounded in the streets; but he had done his
work. Delhi was taken, and the British power in India
saved.

Meantime Lucknow held out bravely against number-
siege of less assaults.    The walls crumbled under cannon fire;
Lucknow. mjnes were exploded under the feet of the garrison; the
commander, Henry Lawrence, brother of the governor of
the Punjab, was killed by a shell;

" But ever upon our topmost roof the banner of England blew."

After three months Havelock reached them with a small
relieving force, only to be besieged in his turn. Another
two months had to pass before the new commander-in-
chief in India, Sir Colin Campbell, led his victorious
army into the town.

All this time British reinforcements had been pouring
The into India, but the savage punishment meted out to the
d rebels, the proclamation by Lord Canning, the Governor-
General, confiscating the lands of every proprietor in the
province of Oudh who could not prove that he was not
guilty of murderously shedding English blood, served
only to prolong the conflict. " No mutineer," said John
Lawrence, " ever surrenders; for directly he is caught
he is shot or hanged.'* Though in the early summer of
1858 Sir Hugh Rose struck swiftly, stormed the last rebel
strongholds in central India and scattered the last rebel
armies, guerilla bands continued the struggle far into the
following year.

It had ^already been decided by Parliament that the

Cast India time had come to take India from the hands of the East

aJhoffs'hed* India Company.  At the end of 1858 the people of India

" learned from a royal proclamation that the Company had

been dissolved, and all its former possessions put under

the Crown. India was to be ruled by a Viceroy, appointed